
N E W S L E T T E R

I S S U E  6

2  J U L Y  2 0 2 6

Dear Parents/Carers and Community Members, 

As we reach the end of another incredibly busy 11-week term, I would like to take a
moment to reflect on all that has been achieved across our school. It has certainly been a
full term, and our staff, students and families have all worked exceptionally hard. I hope
the upcoming holiday break provides everyone with the opportunity to slow down, rest,
relax and refill their cups before we return refreshed for another exciting term, of
providing great learning and opportunities for our country students. 

A heartfelt thank you goes to our wider school community, staff and P&C for the
incredible support in delivering the 32nd Dumbleyung Speech, Drama and Art Festival.
Hosting seven participating schools was a wonderful success, and congratulations to all
of the individual category winners. Congratulations also to Kojonup District High School
for being named the Overall Champion School.
Importantly, this festival offers extension and growth. Whether a student is presenting a
speech, performing on stage, or displaying their artwork, they are stepping outside their
comfort zone. They are taking a risk, being vulnerable, and learning to trust in their
abilities.
As parents, educators and community members, one of the greatest gifts we can give our
children is the encouragement to do hard things. It is only when young people face
challenges, persist through difficulties and discover that they can succeed that they
begin to understand their own potential. Confidence is not built by avoiding challenges, it
is built by meeting them.
One of the highlights of this year's festival was how smoothly the day ran. We finished
earlier than ever before, which was greatly appreciated by our staff after the significant
planning and preparation required to host such a large event. Being able to pack up
before late afternoon was certainly a welcome relief after such a demanding term.
Visiting schools also commented on the earlier finish, allowing them to begin their
journey home at a more reasonable time.
There are many people whose contributions made the day possible. Thank you to Janelle
Bairstow for her seamless organisation of the online document merging and festival
program. The addition of the QR code voting for the "Most Popular Art Piece" was a
fantastic innovation and very well received. Thank you also to our adjudicator, Sarah
Watson, for her efficient and thoughtful judging throughout the day, and to Pip Gooding
and Sophie Justins for their excellent work as scribes.
A survey has now been distributed to Dumbleyung Primary School families, staff and
participating schools, seeking feedback on whether the festival should continue as an
annual event or transition to a biennial format. We value the feedback of our community
and look forward to considering the responses.
As Principal, I was incredibly proud to watch our Dumbleyung Primary School students
confidently perform their individual and choral poems on stage. Their courage,
preparation and enthusiasm were evident throughout the day. Our Mime Group received
a Winning Award, while our Boys' Choral Poem Group, Layla Smith and Vera Smith were
recognised with Highly Commended Awards. They were outstanding performances and
wonderful ambassadors for our school. In the visual arts, Curtis Shepherd, Amelia Jose
and Noah Jose were awarded Highly Commended for their exceptional artwork, while
Hamish Gooding was presented with the Popular Choice Art Award. 

Students also enjoyed a fantastic sporting opportunity with Paul Reid, who visited
Dumbleyung Primary School to deliver a football clinic before facilitating the Dockers
Shield Cup at Quartermaine Oval in Katanning. Events such as these provide students
with valuable opportunities to challenge themselves, develop new skills, strengthen
existing passions and, importantly, build friendships and connections with students from
across the Great Southern. Thank you, Paul! 

Thank you to our families who transported students to Katanning and generously
volunteered their time by coaching, umpiring and scoring throughout the day. Your
support makes these opportunities possible. A special thank you to Jon Ward for
coaching the boys' team and Shayne Smith assisted by Miss Kirk, for coaching the girls'
team. It was a fantastic day of football enjoyed by all!

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
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Dates To Remember
             2026 - Term 3

 20  July - Mondayth

Staff Development Day
Staff only, no students at school  

21  July - Tuesday st

First Day of Term 3
Students return to school 

23  July - Thursday rd

School DISCO 
School Library
5-7pm

4 - 7  August - Tuesday to Fridayth

CAMP DARE 
Dwellingup
Year 4-6

11  August - Tuesday th

Kindergarten Bunnings Incursion

14  August - Friday th

Hockey Carnival 
Narrogin 
Year 4-6

28  August - Friday th

Book Week Dress Up & Book Fair Day
Store open: 8:30am - 3:30pm
Parade: 9am

1  September - Tuesdays st

Golf Program - 4 weeks 
with Megan Henry
School Oval

4  September - Friday th

Tabloid Sports & Kindergarten Assembly
School Oval 
1pm  

18  September - Friday th

Interschool Athletics Carnival 
Yealering 
8:30am  
School Closed

25  September - Friday th

Last day of Term 3 
Students last day at school  



I would also like to acknowledge Sophie Justins, who has worked alongside me to successfully complete our Desktop Finance
Compliance Review. Completing this review alongside the demands of the end of the financial year has required a significant amount
of work, particularly while working in a part-time role. Thank you, Sophie, for your professionalism, organisation and dedication
throughout the process.

Our whole school was fortunate to participate in a wonderful NAIDOC Week celebration led by Anne and Grant Riley from Wuddi
Aboriginal Cultural Tours. Students thoroughly enjoyed immersing themselves in Indigenous culture and learning through a range of
engaging activities. The boomerang throwing was certainly a highlight and captivated students of all ages. We are incredibly grateful
to Anne and Grant for sharing their knowledge, stories and culture with our students and helping inspire the next generation.

Looking ahead to Term 3, our Kindy students will begin attending three days each week on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. We are
excited to welcome our youngest learners for an extra day of learning, play and friendship. Our Year 2/3 classroom will also welcome Ms
Meryn Clune on Fridays, complementing Miss Bennett's teaching week. Student timetables will remain unchanged, with Literacy and
Numeracy in the morning followed by whole-school sport in the afternoon. Next term, our sporting focus will be Athletics as students
prepare for the Interschool Athletics Carnival, hosted by Yealering on Friday 18 September. We look forward to seeing our students
continue to develop their skills and represent our school with pride.

Thank you once again to our students, staff, families, P&C and wider community for another successful term. Your continued support,
generosity and commitment to our school are sincerely appreciated. I wish everyone a safe, restful and enjoyable holiday break. We
look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday, 21 July, refreshed and ready for another wonderful term of learning.

Kind regards, 
Mrs Melanie Ball
Principal

SPEECH, DRAMA & ART FESTIVAL
THURSDAY 2 JULY

Learning-Excellence -Equity-Care



SECTION HIGHLY COMMENDED WINNER

Art—Drawing Amelia Jose - Dumbleyung PS Avah Crabbe - Kojonup DHS

Riley Harris - Nyabing PS

Tobin Gray - Kukerin PS

Art—Painting Rasheeda Balloch - Kojonup DHS Maddie Zadow - Kojonup DHS

Olivia Ashton - Kojonup DHS

Sophie Jefferis - Kojonup DHS

Art—Mixed Media Liam Hobley - Nyabing PS Alex Browne - Nyabing PS

Curtis Shepherd - Dumbleyung PS

Noah Jose - Dumbleyung PS

Year 5/6 Australiana Poetry Boyd Gray - Kukerin PS Kyan Lucev - Kojonup DHS

Matthew Gooding - Kukerin PS

Sophie Hobley - Nyabing PS

Year 3/4 Humorous Poetry Vera Smith - Dumbleyung PS Zayda Edmonds-Mair - Kojonup DHS

Layla Smith - Dumbleyung PS

Quade Potter - Braeside PS

Year 5/6 Humorous Poetry Elizae Kaea - St Patrick’s PS Ruby Mott - Kukerin PS

Logan Davidson - Kukerin PS

Seth King - Kukerin PS

Year 3/4 Australiana Poetry Avah Crabbe - Kojonup DHS Isla Hobley - Nyabing PS

Paige Hobley - Nyabing PS

Lucy King - Kukerin PS

Year 3—6 Choral Speaking
Ruby Mott, Boyd Gray, Logan
Davidson, Lucy KIng, Korah Stevens -
Kukerin PS

John Van Blommestein, Andrew Spicer,
Meg Wilkie, Maliyah Long, Soe Thay Pah
Paw, Elizae Kaea, Ceianna Obillo -
St Patrick’s PS

Sophie Mott, Seth King, Quinn
Davidson, Matthew Gooding, Finn
Treloar - Kukerin PS

Duke Ward, Hamish Gooding, Dylan
Ball, Owen Keogh, Curtis Shepherd,
George Edwards, Michael Ball, Arlo
Mander - Dumbleyung PS

Year 3—6 Mime Group
Sophie Hobley, Archie Sutherland,
Riley Harris, Thomas Hobley, Liam
Hobley - Nyabing PS

Amelia Jose, Ellie Clavey, Dylan Ball, Owen
Keogh, Hamish Gooding - Dumbleyung PS

Brett McMahon, Fergus Thorne, Kyan
Lucev - Kojonup DHS

CONTINUED...
THURSDAY 2 JULY

Kojonup DHS Nyabing PS Kukerin PS Dumbleyung St Patrick’s PS Gnowangerup DHS Braeside PS

First - 17 points Second - 11 points Third Fourth Fifth Sixth

‘Popular Choice’ Art Award Winner - Hamish Gooding



KATANNING DOCKERS SHEILD
TUESDAY 30 JUNE 2026

WEDNESDAY 1 JULY 2026

NAIDOC DAY 

Years 3 - 6 students braved the wet and cold weather and attended the Katanning Dockers Shield at Quartermaine Oval on Tuesday, 30 June. The
boys team came equal 3  overall and the girls football skills grew throughout each game played. Well done to all students for giving it a go, and
thank you to all our Parent volunteers on the day. We appreciate your assistance! 

rd

Our students enjoyed a wonderful day participating in our NAIDOC Day activities with Anne and Grant Riley from Wuddi Tours. Through engaging
stories, cultural knowledge, and hands-on experiences, students gained a deeper appreciation and understanding of Aboriginal culture, history
and traditions.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat Sun

1

20 July
Staff Development
Day 
No students at
school 

21 
First Day of Term 3

Students return to
school 

22 23
School Disco 
DPS Library
5 -7 pm 

24 25 26

2
27 28 29 30 31 1

Aug
2

3

3 August 4 
Camp DARE 
Dwellingup
Yr 4-6 

5 
Camp DARE 
Dwellingup
Yr 4-6 

6 
Camp DARE 
Dwellingup
Yr 4-6 

7 
Camp DARE 
Dwellingup
Yr 4-6 

8 9

4

10 11 
Kindergarten
Bunnings
Incursion

12 13 14 
Hockey Carnival 
Narrogin 
Year 4-6

15 16

5

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

6

24
Book Fair Week

25 26 27 28
Book Week Dress
Up & Book Fair
Purchase Day
Purchasing Time 
8:30am - 3:30pm
Parade
9am

29 30

7

31 1 September
Golf Coaching 
with Megan Henry

2 3 4
Tabloid Sports &
Kindy Assembly
School Oval
1pm

5 6
Fathers
Day

8

7 8
Golf Coaching 
with Megan Henry

9 10 11 12 13

9

14 15
Golf Coaching 
with Megan Henry

16 17 18
Interschool
Athletics Carnival 
Yealering
School Closed

19 20

10

21 22
Golf Coaching 
with Megan Henry

23 24 25
Last Day of Term 3
Students Last Day

26 27

CALENDAR 
TERM 3 - 2026
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	25 Last Day of Term 3 Students Last Day




